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Merrimack Valley Credit Union Pledges $50,000 to Support 

Literacy Program at Lawrence Public Library 
Grant will enable library to hire part-time literacy coordinator to lead program 

 

Lawrence, Mass. (February 24, 2020) – With thousands of residents waiting for spots in English as a 

Second Language and adult education classes, Merrimack Valley Credit Union has pledged $50,000 to 

support the Lawrence Public Library to develop a comprehensive literacy program for all ages. With these 

funds, the Lawrence Public Library plans to hire a part-time Literacy Coordinator to build on its existing 

literacy programs and to develop specific classes that meet the community’s needs from elementary 

school through adult education.  
 

“We are committed to supporting the communities we serve in every way possible, and this grant allows 

us to help address a growing need in Lawrence,” said John Howard, President & CEO, Merrimack Valley 

Credit Union. “We are proud to partner with the Lawrence Public Library, a trusted community resource 

that thousands of residents turn to for further education and knowledge. Our team members look forward 

to growing our partnership and to supporting the development and growth of the new programs.”  

 

In 2015, the City convened more than 12 adult education community organizations and determined more 

than 2,000 residents were waiting for spots in English as a Second Language (ESL) courses or adult 

education classes. Despite advocating for additional funding, community organizations continue to report 

long waiting lists. According to the 2010 U.S. Census, more than 30 percent of Lawrence residents have 

not graduated from high school; of that portion, 20 percent achieved less than a ninth-grade education 

level.  
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“From our daily conversations with residents and other community organizations, we know there is a 

huge need for literacy programs in Lawrence that can help people of all ages,” said Jessica Vilas Novas, 

Director, Lawrence Public Library. “In fact, reading tutoring is one of the most requested services from 

parents. With the generous grant from Merrimack Valley Credit Union, we are now able to enhance our 

current literacy programs and develop new ones to help children, teens and adults.”   

 

As one piece of the literacy program, Merrimack Valley Credit Union, one of the 10 largest credit unions 

in Massachusetts, will host financial literacy workshops on a wide variety of topics, including budgeting 

and saving, understanding credit, buying a car and planning for retirement. Each session will be held at 

the main library location on the last Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in Spanish and 11:00 a.m. in 

English. The next session, focused on understanding credit scores and credit reports, will be held on 

Saturday, February 29. Attendees are encouraged to pre-register by contacting Digna Jhonson, 

Community Liaison Manager, Merrimack Valley Credit Union, at 800-356-0067 ext. 22612 or 

djhonson@mvcu.com. Community members can visit the calendar section of 

www.lawrencefreelibrary.org for more information and the upcoming schedule.  

 

Currently, the Lawrence Public Library partners with the Adult Learning Center to offer Citizenship 

classes for 15 students. The Library also hosts two conversation circles, one in English and the other in 

Spanish, where community members can practice their language skills together. Children up to sixth 

grade can also receive one-on-one tutoring for reading. The Library plans to expand these offerings under 

the new Literacy Coordinator.  

 

For more information about Merrimack Valley Credit Union, visit https://www.mvcu.com/.  
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Caption: Merrimack Valley Credit Union, one of the 10 largest credit unions in Massachusetts, has 

pledged $50,000 to support the Lawrence Public Library to develop a comprehensive literacy program for 

all ages. Pictured above, John Howard, President & CEO, Merrimack Valley Credit Union, presents a 

check to staff from the Lawrence Public Library (L-R): Charles Allen, Library Assistant; Jacqueline De 

La Cruz, Children’s Coordinator; Jessica Vilas Novas, Director; Cassandra Abou-Farah, Assistant 

Director; and Jay Dowd, Library Trustee.  

 

About Merrimack Valley Credit Union 

Merrimack Valley Credit Union is a state-chartered community credit union with more than $1 billion in 

assets. Merrimack Valley Credit Union serves anyone who lives, works, volunteers, or attends school in 

the Merrimack Valley region, and through its Bridgewater Credit Union division, Barnstable, Bristol, 

Norfolk or Plymouth counties. Merrimack Valley Credit Union offers a wide range of savings and loan 

products to meet the financial needs of its members, and has 10 branch locations in Bridgewater, 

Fairhaven, Haverhill, Lawrence, Methuen, North Andover, Plymouth, and Quincy, Mass., and Plaistow 

and Seabrook, N.H.  
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